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Executive Summary

Implementation of the new student transportation funding system is continuing smoothly. The
estimated school district allocation for transportation operations f or the 2014-15 school year
based on 2013-14 data will be used as the allocation basis for the September 2014 through January
2015 time period. The February allocation will be adjusted to actual reported data from the Spring
2014, Fall 2014 and Winter 2015 reporting periods.

Background

The 2010 Washington State Legislature passed Substitute House Bill 2776, which set the initial
implementation date for the new Student Transportation Allocation Reporting System (STARS) as
September 1, 2011. The General Instructions for Data Collection and the Detailed Guidance for Data
Collection are available on the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) website, under
“STARS Reference Material” at: http://www.k12.wa.us/transportation/STARS /default.aspx. The
STARS system requires school districts to submit three reports per school year with the first due at
the end of October, the second due February 1 and the third due May 1. The results of the reports
are available on OSPI's website on the STARS page referenced above, under “Quarterly Reports.”

Update Status

Estimated amounts for district transportation allocations for the 2014-15 school year based on
data reported for the 2013-14 school year will be used for the September 2014 through January
2015 allocation payments with the adjustments to actual allocation taking place at the end of
February.

The regional transportation coordinators will be conducting training on the ridership reporting
requirements in September 2014. The most significant addition to the reporting requirements is a
fillable form that districts will email to the regional coordinator that provides verification of
submitted data. In particular, districts will report the three day count period chosen, the total
students transported on those three days, and the middle value day selected for reporting to OSPI
via the STARS online reporting system. This will allow the regional coordinators to review the
proper selection of the middle value day and provide the auditors with documentation of the count
period.

The regional transportation coordinators are in the process of conducting the required reviews of
districts with STARS efficiency system ratings less than 90%. There are three variations in the
reports: a report formatted in a similar manner to the initial reviews done after the rating release in
March of 2013, a report formatted to attempt to identify any operational changes made that
resulted in the increase of efficiency rating by those districts less than 90% last year and now above
90%; and a report that reviews the status of districts that continue below 90%.
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OSPI provides equal access to all programs and services without discrimination based on sex, race,
creed, religion, color, national origin, age, honorably discharged veteran or military status, sexual
orientation including gender expression or identity, the presence of any sensory, mental, or physical
disability,

or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal by a person with a disability. Questions and
complaints of alleged discrimination should be directed to the Equity and Civil Rights Director at
(360) 725-6162 or P.O. Box 47200 Olympia, WA 98504-7200.

Download this material in PDF at http://www.k12.wa.us/LegisGov/Reports.aspx. This material is
available in alternative format upon request. Contact the Resource Center at (888) 595-3276, TTY (360)
664-3631.Please refer to this document number for quicker service: 14-0066.
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